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Briton David Hempleman-Adams became the first person to fly solo across the Atlantic in an
open wicker-basket hot air balloon on Monday but not before a Concorde airliner gave him a
supersonic fright.

Hempleman-Adams, who reached the southwest of Ireland after a freezing 76-hour flight,
admitted he was “shaking with fear” when two strong bangs shook the balloon violently, causing
it to drop several hundred meters, a flight controller said. Hempleman-Adams later learned that
the sonic boom of a supersonic Concorde airliner had caused the incident. “He was pretty shaken
by that experience but quickly recovered,” said a spokesman. “This is the first time anyone has
ever done this solo and in an open wicker-basket.”

It was third time lucky for the 46-year-old Briton after two previous abandoned attempts to
make ballooning history. Hempleman-Adams, who set off on Friday from New Brunswick in
Canada, had to survive heavy rain, extreme cold and lack of sleep to set the record. The brave
balloonist touched down in a field near Blackpool, northern England, on Monday evening.

Briton wicker-basket supersonic fright
admit sonic boom

Was Hempleman-Adams alone in the wicker-basket during this flight?
1. Yes.

2. No, he was together with a flight controller.

3. No, he was with a spokesman.

Did Hempleman-Adams feel hot in the balloon during the flight?
1. Yes.
2. No.

3. He caught a cold.

When did Hempleman-Adams know why his balloon dropped?
1. Before the drop.

2. During the drop.

3. After the drop.

What caused Hempleman-Adams’ balloon to drop?
1. Apuncture in the balloon.

2. The sonic boom which hit Concorde.

3. The sonic boom of Concorde.

How many times did Hempleman-Adams try similar flights before this attempt?
1. One.
2. Two.
3. Three.
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A-6  To facilitate use of the frequency 2182 kHz for distress purposes, all transmissions on 2182
kHz shall be kept to a minimum.
< > facilitate

For what purpose are all transmissions on this frequency minimized?
1. To make distress communication easier on the frequency.

2. To facilitate the use of all transmissions on the frequency.

3. To reduce distress communication on the frequency.

A -7 The frequency 156.525 MHz is an international frequency in the maritime mobile service
used for distress, urgency, safety and calling by digital selective-calling techniques.

Is the frequency 156.525 MHz also used for any calls other than distress, urgency and safety
communications?

1. Yes.
2. No.
3. Maybe not.

A-8 Information concerning watch-keeping by automatic digital selective-calling on the
frequency 156.525 MHz by coast stations shall be given in the List of Coast Stations.
concerning

How can you find information about this type of watch keeping?
1. By checking the List of Coast Stations.

2. By giving the information to the List of Coast Stations.

3. By watching the frequency in the List of Coast Stations.

A -9  Ship stations equipped with apparatus for digital selective-calling to work in the authorized
bands between 156 MHz and 174 MHz should, while at sea, maintain an automatic digital
selective-calling watch on the frequency 156.525 MHz.

Should a ship station sailing in the Pacific Ocean, which is equipped with the apparatus,
maintain this type of watch on the frequency 156.525 MHz?

1. Yes.
2. No.
3. Maybe not.
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It has ( ) ( ) hard ( ) last night. I am ( ) that the street might be
( ) by snow.
1. been 2. Dblocked 3. concern 4. since 5. snows
6. snowing 7. stopping 8. until 9. worried
B-2
B-2
Our ship is ( ) towards the ( ) after ( ) with a cargo ship ( ) ( ) of
Omaezaki.
1. colliding 2. drifting 3. east 4. for 5. hits
6. move around 7. seven miles 8. southwest 9. southwestern
B-3
C )
B-3 500kHz 2182kHz 156.8MHz
4125kHz 6215kHz 121.5MHz 243MHz
The urgency signal ( ) message following it shall be sent on one or ( ) the

international distress frequencies 500 kHz, 2182 kHz, 156.8 MHz, the supplementary distress
frequencies 4125 kHz and 6215 kHz, the aeronautical emergency frequency 121.5 MHz, the

frequency 243 MHz, or on ( ) frequency which may be ( ) in case ( ) distress.
1. and 2. any more 3. the other 4. any other 5. make use
6. more of 7. of 8. transmit 9. used
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